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Audivi vocem de caelo à 6
2.p.  Et vox de throno exivit

Veni Sancte Spiritus 
(Sequence for Pentecost)

Dulces exuviae à 4

Caro mea vere est cibus à 5
2.p.  Hic est panis

Recordare, Domine, testamenti tui à 5
2.p.  Quiescat, Domine, ira tua

Missa Veni Sancte Spiritus à 6
• Kyrie
• Gloria

Thomas Crecquillon (c. 1505–?1557)

13th c. chant

Marbrianus de Orto (c. 1460–1529)

 Pierre de Manchicourt (c. 1510–1564)

Andreas Christi famulus à 8
2.p.  Dilexit Andream Dominus

Program

Missa Veni Sancte Spiritus à 6
• Sanctus & Benedictus 

Usquequo piger dormies à 4 
2.p.  Vade ad formicam 
Osculetur me osculo oris sui à 6 
2.p.  Trahe me post te 

Ego sum qui sum à 6 
2.p.  Tulerunt Dominum meum 

Philippe Rogier (c. 1561–1596)

Nicolas Gombert (c. 1495–1560)

I N T E R V A L

Missa Ego sum qui sum à 6 
• Credo

 Pierre de Manchicourt (c. 1510–1564)

 Pierre de Manchicourt (c. 1510–1564)

 Pierre de Manchicourt (c. 1510–1564)



PROGRAM NOTES
A Voice from heaven

For much of  the sixteenth century, the Low Countries - an area  the size of  Tasmania  
broadly covering  modern-day Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg - were 
ruled by the Spanish arm of the House of Habsburg, at a time when the Franco-
Flemish school of Renaissance composers was flourishing. Successive Spanish 
monarchs sought out the very best of these talented musicians to serve in what 
became known as the capilla flamenca, or Flemish chapel, where they produced 
music for daily liturgies in the Royal Chapels in Mechelen and Madrid and for 
grand Royal occasions. 

From the inaugural maestro di capilla flamenca, Marbrianus de Orto, to the last, 
Philippe Rogier, this program showcases eighty years of finely crafted but rarely 
heard Renaissance polyphony for fourty-eight unaccompanied voices, with a 
particular focus on the works of mid-century incumbent Pierre de Manchicourt, 
a prolific composer who was highly regarded in his day but whose output has been 
unjustifiably neglected for most of the last 450 years. 

This  program  provides  a  unique opportunity  to  experience the rich vocal  soundscape 
and complex compositional  language  of  a ‘lost generation’ of  Renaissance  composers.

Andrew Fysh © 2022



Queen’s phoenix

Director: David Drury

While singers and choirs were silenced during COVID-19 lockdowns, Sydney 
composer and singer, Brooke Shelley, devised a project for a group of singing 
colleagues when restrictions lifted. The project was to record music by Pierre de 
Manchicourt (c.1510–1564), a prolific and - in his day - highly regarded member of 
the so-called ‘lost generation’ of Franco-Flemish composers between Josquin des 
Prez and Orlande de Lassus, whose uniquely beautiful music fell into unjustified 
obscurity in the late sixteenth century and has only in recent decades been 
rediscovered and appreciated anew.

Over  the course of four days during the height of a hot and humid Sydney summer, 
Queen’s Phoenix gathered in a small College chapel to record a selection of 
Manchicourt’s music and two new Australian works inspired by Manchicourt’s 
motets. The recording project and commissions were supported by the NSW 
government through Create NSW. 

Michael Noone, eminent musicologist and choral director, described the recording, 
A Voice from Heaven, as ‘unique’ with... ‘extraordinary music [that] draws the 
listener into a sensuous world where past and present dissolve and the sacred and 
the secular become one.’

The modern performing editions of Manchicourt’s music presented at Queen’s 
Phoenix’s Festival of Voices concerts are prepared by Hobart-born ensemble 
member Andrew Fysh under the title RESOLUT editions. For some of these works, 
it will be the first time they are heard since the mid-1500s and, therefore, the first 
time they are heard in Australia.



Soprano  
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Brooke Shelley

Alto
Natalie Shea
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Tenor  
Richard Black
Richard Butler

Bass  
Andrew Fysh
Andrew O’Connor

Born in 1961, David Drury is well  known to 
Australian audiences as an organist, choral 
conductor and composerof choral music. A 
graduate of the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, he is the only Australian to win the 
‘Tournemire prize’ for improvisation at the 
St Alban’s International Organ Competition 
(1987).
He has toured England, France, Germany, 
Canada, USA and New Zealand as a recitalist, and 
appeared as a soloist with the Sydney, Adelaide 
and West Australian Symphony Orchestras, 
the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra, 
Orchestra Victoria and the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra. He plays regularly 

with the Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, the Australian Baroque Brass and early 
music group Camerata Antica. David is Director of Music Emeritus (Composer in 
Residence and College Organist) at St Paul’s College in the University of Sydney. 
His choral music is published by Crescendo Music Publications. David is also a 
producer of elecronic dance music.
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